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REMARKS 

Claim 1 has been amended to provide antecedent basis for "surface-modified 
clay" and the "type" has been deleted fi-om claim 25. It is submitted therefore, that the 
rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, should be withdrawn. 

Claims 3, 6, 9, 23, 24 and 26 have been indicated to be allowable. 

Claim 3 has been made independent in the form of amended claim 1; claim 6 
has been made independent in the form of amended claim 27 (with claims 28-31 depending ' 
from claim 27); claim 9 has been made independent in the form of new claim 32; and claims 
23, 24 and 26 have each been amended to make them independent. 

Claim 25 has been amended to recite that the allergen sorbent is in contact 
with a skin surface of an individual. Since there would be no motivation or reasoning to 
apply the Kato et al. composition to the skin, it is submitted that the rejection of claim 25 
should be withdrawn. 

It is submitted that all claims are now of proper form and scope for allowance. 
Early and favorable consideration is respectfully requested. 

Dated: March 18, 2003 Respectfully submitted, 

Richard H. Anderson 

Registration No.: 26,526 
MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN 
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 6300 
Sears Tower 

Chicago, Illinois 60606-6357 
(312) 474-6300 
Attomeys for Applicant 
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Version With Markings to Show Changes Made 
1 . (TWICE AMENDED) An allergen sorbent composition comprising a 
smectite clay having a cation exchange capacity of at least 75 meq./lOO grams of clay, 
intercalated with an [organic] alkyl pyirolidone surface modifier intercalant molecule 
wherein the alkyl contains at least 6 carbon atom.s [that contains at least one moiety selected 
from the group consisting of aldehyde, ketone, carboxylic acid, alcohol, phenol, ether, 
catechol, lactam, lactone and pyrroHdone], said intercalant moleculebeing.ion-dipole bonded 
on an inner platelet surface of the clay to form a surf.re-modified c1;,v said surface-modified 
clay dispersed in a cosmetically acceptable carrier. 



2 . (AMENDED) The composition of claim 1 , wherein the organic 
surface modifier is ion-dipole [adhered] bonded [to] on the inner platelet surface of the clay 
in an amount in the range of about 10% to about 50% by weight, based on the total weight of 
the surface-modified clay. 



3. (CANCELED) 

23. (AMENDED) A method of deactivating an allergen and reducing the 
severity of an allergic reacfion caused by contact of the allergen with human skin comprising 
applying [the composition of claim 1] to the skin of an individual, after exposure to said 
allerge n, a composition comprising a sm e ctite clay having « cM ion exchange r.p.rity of 
least 75 meq./l 00 grams of clay, int erc a lated w ith an organic surfa ce modifier int^rr.l.nt 
molecule that contains at least one moi ety s e lected fr om the gronp consisting of .IH.hyH. 
ketone, carboxylic acid, alcohol phenol, ether, c atech ol, lactam. I.cton. and nvrrolidon. c.iH 
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intercalant molecule being ion-dipol e bonded on an inner platelet surface of the clav: said 
clay dispersed in a cosmetically acceptable carrier . 



24. (AMENDED) A method of deactivating an allergen and reducing the 
severity of an allergic reaction caused by contact of the allergen with human skin comprising 
applying [the composition of claim 1] to the clothes of an individual, after exposure to said 
allergen, a composition comprising a smectite clav having a cation exchange capacity of at 
least 75 meq./lOO gra ms of c la y, intercalated with an organic surface modifier intercalant 
molecule to form a sur face-m odified clay, said intercalant molecule containing at least one 
moiety selected from the group consist ing of aldehvde. ketone, carboxvlic acid, alcnhnl , 
phenol, ether, catechol, lactam, lacton e and pvrrolidone. said intercalant molecule being ion- 
dipole bonded on an inne r plate let su rf ace of the clav: said surface-modified clav dispersed in 
a cosmetically acceptable carrier . 



25. (TWICE AMENDED) A urushiol sorbent comprising a smectite 
[type] clay having a cation exchange capacity of at least 75 meq./lOO grams of clay, 
intercalated with an organic surface modifier intercalant molecule to form a surface-modified 
clay, said intercalant molecule containing [that contains] at least one moiety selected fi-om the 
group consisting of aldehyde, ketone, carboxylic acid, alcohol, phenol, ether, catechol, 
lactam, lactone and pyrrolidone, said intercalant molecule being ion-dipole bonded on a 
platelet surface of the clav. wherein the sorben t is in contact with a skin surface of an 
individual . 
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26. (AMENDED) [The composition of claim 1 ] An allergen sorbent 
comprising a smectite clay having a cation exchange, capacity of at least 75 meq./lOO grams 
of clay, intercalated with an organic surface modifier intercalant molecule to form a surface- 
modified clay, said intercalant molecule being ion-dipole bonded on an inner platelet surface 
of the clay, wherein the organic surface modifier intercalant molecule contains a carbonyl 
moiety and an alkyl moiety having at least 6 carbon atoms and is selected from the group 
consisting of a carboxylic acid, a ketone, an aldehyde, a lactone, a lactam, and a pyrrolidone. 

— (NEW) An a llerg en so rb ent composition comp ris ing a smectite day 

having a cation exchange capacit y o f at l ea s t 75 m eQ./lOO m-nm. of c lav. intercalated w^th .n 
organic surface modifier intercalan t mol ec ule tha t contains at leas t one moietv >;plert.H fr^r^ 
the group consisting of aldehyde , ket o n e, c arb oxvlic acid, alroh ol. phenol, ether, r.^^hoi, 
lactam, lactone and pyrrolidone, s aid i n te r c alan t molecule being ion-dip nie hnnd^H n» 
inner platelet surface of the clay to form a surfac e-modified rlav s aid surface-mnHifi.H 
dispersed in a cosmetically accep ta ble c arrier s e lected from the ^onp nonsisfin^ of ,.ropvl.n. 
glycol, ethanol, cyclomethicone , dim et hi c one . h examethvlHi.iloxane. isop ropyl p.l^^t.t., 
isopropyl myristate. gl ycerol and admixtures thereof 



CNEW) The composition of claim 27. wherein the organic surface 

modifier is ion-dipole bonded on the inner p lat elet surface of th e clav in an amnnnt in th. 
range of about 1 0% t o ab o ut 5 0% bv weipht based on the total weight of the 
surface-modified clay 
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~ (NEW) The composi tion of cla im 27. wherein the organic >...rfar. 

modifier is an alkyl pyrrolidone wherein the .IVy i has at ]e;,..t f. r.rUr^r. 



— O^W) The composition of claim 27. wherein th e amount of .nrf... 

modified clay dispersed in the cosmetically accep t.hl. cpiyent i. in th. r.n.e of 1 Q/. to .hnnt 
30% by weight, b ased on the total weig ht o f the comp ns;ition 



— n^W) The composition of claim 27. wherein th e amount of .nrf... 

modified clay dispersed in the cosmetically aceep t.hl. cpiyent is in th. r.nqe of about SQ/. to 
about 15% by weight, based on the total weight pf the composition 



~ CNEW) An aller gen sorhent composition c omprising synth^tin 

smectite clay haying a cation exchange capacity of .t l e ast 75 meg /I on >^.^e 
intercalated with an organic surface modifier intercalant mo lecule th.t eont.in. .t 
moiety selected fi-om the group consisting of .M.hy ^e. ketone r.rhovyiic acid, alcohol 
phenol, ether, catechol, lactam lactone and pvrrol.Hon. . aid interc.l.nt molecule being ion- 
dipole bonded on an inne r platelet ..urf.e. oft),, .i.y , surfaee-n.oHifi.H .,.y. 

surface-modified clay dispersed in a cosmeti cally accep table r.rH.r 

— (NEW) An allergen sorb e nt c omprising » sm ectite clav having . 

catL on exchange cap acit y of at le.ct 75 meo./l 00 gr.mc .f day. interc.l.t.H »,it>, .u..,, 
m grohdone surface modifier intercalant molecule to fo.^ a surface-moHifi.H .Uy 
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intercalant molecule containins a carbonyl moietv and an alkvl moietv having at least 
carbon atoms and is selected from the gronp consisting of a carboxvlic acid, a ketone, an 
aldehyde, a lactone, a lactam, and a pvrrolidone. 



^ (NEW) The al lergen sorbent of claim 3^ dispersed in a carrier to form 

an allergen sorbent composition, wherein th e composition comprises 1 % to about 30% hv 
weight of the allergen .so rbent and 99% to 70% hv weight carrier 



^ (NEW) Th e comp osit i o n of claini 34. wherein the allergen sorbent 

composition is in the form of a salve. 



^ (NEW) The compositio n of claim 34. wherein the allergel sorbent 

compositi on is in the form of an aerosol sp ray. 
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